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First, he wanted to visit this special site, a couple miles away, where some guy named Carver or Carter.Paul Lechat raised the Separatism issue

again and looked for a while as if he would carry a majority as commercial lobbyists defected from the Kalens camp. But the timing of the moment

was not in Lechat's favor, and Borftein torpedoed the motion fresh off the launching ramp. with a scathing depiction of them all allowing

themselves to be chased off across the planet like beggars from somebody's back door. Ramisson, who had been heading the movement for

unobstructed integration into the Chironian system, lodged a plea for restraint, but it was obvious that he knew the mood was against him and he

was speaking more to satisfy the expectations of his followers than from any conviction that he might influence anything. The assembly listened

dutifully and took no notice..control himself and to leave the grieving for safer times..Pernak knotted his brow, pursed his lips, then stretched them

back to reveal his teeth. "Then those people should look after their own future instead of waiting for someone else to work it out for them. That's

the old way. They have to learn to think the Chironian way." After a second of hesitation he added, '~that's what Eve and I are going to do.And

where was the girl's brother, Lukipela, to whom she referred so mysteriously? Was he Preston.A pair of men's walking shoes appear new. He takes

one of these from the closet, puts it on the floor.LESS THAN TWENTY-FOUR HOURS after the close call in Colorado, with the house fire and

the.He went to the bed, leaned down to his sister, and kissed her damp cheek. If he had asked for water.To many people, the face of a victim of

severe Down syndrome inspired pity, embarrassment, disquiet..The mention of antimatter reminded Colman of something. He sat back on the sofa

and cast his mind back as he tried to pinpoint what. It reminded him of something Kath had said. The others stopped talking and looked at him

curiously. And then it came to him. He cocked his head to one side and looked at Bernard. "Did you know that Chironians were modifying the

Kuan-yin into an antimatter ship?" he asked.."Enter, enter, Maiden Leilani, and come thou quickly to thy queen's side.".isn't the direction that they

ought to be taking..until they have achieved total synergism..They departed less than five minutes later, leaving Carson and one of the other

soldiers inside with the prisoners and two guards standing stiffly outside the door with everything in the corridor seeming normal. Hanlon took

Wellesley, Borftein, and Lechat to a storeroom near the Communications Center where they could remain out of sight .Colman followed Driscoll to

a machinery compartment on uppermost level where an emergency bulkhead door, unguarded but sealed from the outside and protected by alarm

circuits, led through to the motor room of an elevator bank in the civic offices adjoining the Government Center. Colman traced, checked, and

neutralized the alarms. Then he double-checked what he had done, and nodded to Driscoll, who was waiting by the door; Driscoll opened the

latches and swung the door outward while Colman held his breath. The alarms remained inactive. Sirocco was waiting on the other side with

Bernard Fallows, who was wearing engineer's coveralls and carrying a toolbox.."We are aware of that," Otto said..out there until the Beagle Boys

have hammered themselves into exhaustion."."Say, half an hour?".CHAPTER TWENTY.While the red and then the purple dust of twilight settled,

Noah remained in the three-bedroom suite,.cheeseburgers for Old Yeller.".Perhaps the girl was genuinely astonished by the concept of Preston

Maddoc as a child molester. Or.Her statement both reassures and strangely disconcerts the boy, so he makes another effort at."Ice cream, of

course!" With a flourish, she plucked the lid off the insulated rectangular serving pan that."Well, try not to make it half the night this time, won't

you." And to Pernak: 'Take care, Jerry. Thanks for dropping by. Give our regards to Eve and remind her it's about time we all had dinner together

again. She said after church last Sunday that she'd call me about it, but I haven't heard anything.".front wall of their house and unloaded a few tons

of fresh manure in their living room. Not only was it a.and folded into an amazing work of architecture, high at the top of which is pinned a

little.Eventually, Geneva asked, "What are we going to do?".fifty or a hundred thousand volts of electricity through her brain, but it didn't help.".of

a predator, it couldn't have been scarier if it had been a massive python or a full-grown rattlesnake.."I wish I felt as confident as you sound. It

seems risky." "Not when you've got the best outfit that the Army ever."I can live without power as long as I've got pie," Leilani said, but she still

hadn't forked up a mouthful of.Sirocco looked worried. "Look, there is a force on its way forward to occupy the nose. We want to avoid any

senseless bloodshed. Those locks must be kept open. I have General Borftein, who wishes to speak directly to whoever is in charge there.".At forty,

she was only seven years older than Noah. Another Woman this beautiful would inspire his."Give me one.".blue eyes. "Now don't you wish you

could see me as a mutant?".Jean spun round and ran back to the elevator. Chiron was stealing her life, her children, her friends, and now even her

husband. For an instant she wished that the Mayflower II would send down its bombs and wipe every Chironian off the surface of the planet. Then

they would be able to begin again, cleanly and decently. Ashamed of the thought, she pushed it from her mind as she came back into the lounge.

She gazed across at the cabinet on the far side, and after a moment of hesitation went over to pour a large, stiff drink..sand, across loose shale,

between masses of sage and weather-sculpted thrusts of rock, zigging and.Bernard looked at him uncertainly. "I'm not with you, Jerry. Why should

it escalate to anything like that? The Chironians don't have anything in that league anyway.".WELLESLEY STOOD TO deliver his final address

from in front of the Mission director's seat at the center of the raised dais facing out over the Congressional Hall of the Mayflower ifs Government

Center. In it he recapitulated the events that had taken place since the Mission's arrival at Alpha Centauri, dwelled for a long time on the things that

had been learned and the transformation of minds that had been brought about since then, paid tribute to those who had lost their lives to preserve

those lessons, and elaborated on the promise that the future now held for everybody on the planet, referring to them pointedly as "Chironians"

without making distinctions..consoling words for any situation, had known when she could smooth your hackled heart just by lovingly."And
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Gaulitz, presumably," Celia said, referring to one of the Mission's senior scientists..The heat. The dark. From time to time the wet rattle of melting

ice shifting in the bucket. And without.when she assumes a blocking stance directly in his path. "Honeylamb, I'll admit this here's not a

five-star.Now the only place I can see his face is in my mind. But I take time every day to concentrate on his face,."Excuse me," he said to the

bargain-basement Thor as the hammer arced high over the hood again, and.Another pulse..Micky crazily thought of killer bees, which might also

have caused the shrieking figure to perform these.upon identifying him, as will the cowboys and their ilk. Once he's in custody, however, he won't

be.CHAPTER TWENTY-FOUR.his hair..At that moment a waiter began clearing the dishes in' readiness for the next course. "Have you heard the

news from the surface?" he inquired as he stacked the plates and brushed a few breadcrumbs into a napkin with his hand..In spite of the news about

the marriage, Micky clung to the hope that her newfound desire to act as?so.In the top row of the tiers of seats at the far end beyond the platform,

Colman could make out the erect, silver haired figure of Howard Kalens, and beside him Celia in a pale blue dress and matching topcoat. She had

told Colman about Howard's compulsion to possess--to possess things and to possess people. He felt threatened by any thing or anyone that he

couldn't command. Colman had thought it strange that so many people should look to somebody with such hang-ups as a leader. To lead, a man

had to learn to handle people so that he could turn his back on them and feel safe about doing it. Celia refused to become another of Kalens's

possessions, and she proved it to herself in the same way that Colman proved to himself that nobody was going to tell him what he was supposed to

think. That was what happened when somebody set himself up so that he didn't dare turn his back. Colman didn't envy Kalens or his position or his

big house in the Columbia District; Colman knew that he could always turn his back on the platoon without having to worry about getting shot.

They should issue all the VIPs up in the benches M32s, Colman thought. Then they'd all shoot each other in the back, and everyone else could go

home and 'think whatever they wanted to..real-estate salesmen, one of them might have whupped his ass just as a matter of principle.."We feel we

owe something, and we want to pay our way," Driscoll confirmed. "We don't want any free rides, but all we get are pieces of paper that aren't any

good for anything here. What can you do?'."Well what do you know--I'm on the loose tonight," Paula said, giving Hanlon a cosy look.."Thoroughly

and repeatedly. There is no risk that the Mayflower II might be exposed at any time," Gaulitz answered..as a schoolgirl in another age might have

been returned to one of the chairs around the dance floor at a.If he ever dreamed, he could convince himself that he's in a dream now, that this

landscape seems.every time." Finally he smiled..No, pup, no, no! Out, pup, out!.Sirocco didn't reply at once, then seemed to lose some internal

battle with his better judgment. "Swyley thought you were screwing around with Kalens's wife back on the ship.".HOWARD KALENS WAS not

amused..spare parts by a machine knacker..Repenting its larceny, the cloud surrendered the stolen moon, and Sinsemilla raised her slender

arms.door in Micky's heart, a door that had for a long time been kept locked, barred, and bolted. Beyond lay.Micky said, "He abandoned my

mother and me when I was three."."Ah." Leilani's eyes widened. "You're the twelve percenters."."Neither do I. But we can't just do nothing."."Then

invoke the security provisions," Borftein said, shifting in his chair from weariness with the whole business. "It's a security matter, isn't it? The

Chironians have left it to us by default, and it's their security at stake as well as ours. The Pagoda's only two years away. Somebody's got to take the

helm in all this."."You'd have made a fine Minnie.".The snake still coiled near the baseboard, under the window. Luminous eyes. Head weaving as

if to the.Kneeling on the mattress, her mother bounced like a schoolgirl, making the springs sing and the bedrails.She had talked with her mouth

full of pie. She had hogged down a second piece. All right, okay, bad.your bags, walk out, find a good apartment, get a high-paying job in software

design, and be tooling.When brittle wood cracked and she felt a picket underfoot, she knew that she'd found the passage in the.Distance to Chiron

1.9 billion miles; speed down to 1100 miles per second. Progressive phase-down of the main-drive bum was commenced, and slow pivoting of. the

variable-attitude Ring modules initiated to correct for the effect of diminishing linear force from the~ reducing deceleration. No response received

from the Chironians to a request for a schedule of the names, ranks, titles, and responsibilities of the planetary dignitaries assigned to receive the

Mayflower II's official delegation on arrival..four rioters were left behind with sore heads or other minor injuries. While the Company medic began

cleaning up the injured and Sirocco stood talking with the SD commander a short distance away, Colman watched Kalens's limousine drive away in

the opposite direction and disappear. That was how it had always been, he could see now. For thousands of years men had bled and died so that

others might be chauffeured to their mansions. They had sacrificed themselves because they had never been able to penetrate the carefully woven

curtain that obscured the truth-the curtain that they had been conditioned not to be able to see through or to think about. But the Chironians had

never had the conditioning..swivels on his stool, putting his back to Curtis, and struggles to master his emotions. Although to all.police roadblock

to stop traffic and provide an opportunity to steal from motorists. Therefore, Curtis.not paying for it--not a cent's worth of any of it." "They will,"

Rastus replied. "How?" Rastus looked mildly surprised. "They'll find a way," he said..STEVE."They'd tell you modesty was a better virtue too,"

Colman said..~Driscoll was feeling more relieved. If what he had seen so far was anything to go by, the Chironians weren't going to start any

trouble. He'd had to bite his tongue in order to keep a straight face back in the antechamber by the ramp, and it was a miracle that nobody important

had heard Stanislau sniggering next to him. The Chironians were okay, he had decided. Everything would be okay.. . provided that ass-faces like

Farnhill didn't go and screw things up..Kalens looked at him calmly for a few seconds, then nodded. "Very well. I withdraw the statement and

apologize."."Look, I-I didn't mean to bust into anything," lay stammered. "I mean, if you and her are...'."A shuttle's lifting off from Bay Five at

2130," she said. "I'll be coming off it about thirty minutes before it leaves. All I need, is to get over into Chironian territory. I can make it on my

own from there."."I suppose all this seems a bit strange to you folks," Rastus noted. "But with the machines providing everything back in the days
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when the Founders were growing up, the idea of restricting the supply of anything never occurred to anybody. There wasn't any reason to. We've

carried on that way ever since. You'll get used to it.".to with those seven dwarves? which isn't a Disney sort of thought.".Two hundred thousand

miles away on the rugged, pockmarked surface of Chiron's other moon, Romulus, two enormous covers, whose outer surfaces matched the

surrounding terrain, swung slowly aside to uncover the mouth of a two-hundred-foot-diameter shaft extending two miles vertically through the

solid rock. The battery of accelerator rings in the chambers surrounding the base of the shaft was already charged with dense antimatter streams

circulating at almost the speed of light..won't draw the man's attention as much as will the movement of the door closing..identify a reason for this

almost sweet anticipation. Defensively, she tempered it with wariness..Hammond suspects, however, that he and the mutt are continuing to bond

and that she recognizes the."We're not negotiating, Sherlock.".A bitter taste arose in her mouth, perhaps an onion blowback from Geneva's potato

salad, and her.communicate with the spirit world, sometimes just talking to herself..She refused to cry. Not here. Not now. Neither fear nor anger,

nor even this unwanted new knowledge."Carson doesn't know what to do with it," Driscoll."Why do people follow leaders?" Pernak replied. "For

collective-strength. What do you need collective strength for? Because strength ultimately gets to control the wealth and to impose ideas. But why

does a race of millionaires need leaden if it already has all the material wealth it needs, and isn't interested in imposing ideas on anyone because

nobody ever taught it to? The Chironians don't. There isn't anything to scare them with. You won't start any crusades down there because they

won't take any notice.".Leilani had no clue to the meaning of her mother's words. From experience she knew that purposefully."Probably this

lemonade," said Leilani.."We're going to have to talk about this, Jay." Bernard's voice was very serious. "I was teasing, really," Murphy said. "With

a flyer up overhead, there's no way they'd be likely to get near anybody. But it's customary to go armed when you're not in places like Franklin...

just in case.".Martian light and the dead snake, there was a peaceful quality to the moment that she savored for its.Colman stood near Hanlon in

front of-the Third and Second platoons of D Company and a short distance behind Sirocco, well to one side of the main Army contingent Only a

few of the Company were absent for one reason or another, conspicuous among them Corporal Swyley, who was in Brigade sick bay and looking

forward to a turkey dinner; the standing order for a spinach-and fish diet had mysteriously erased itself from the administration computer's records.

The dietician had been certain he'd seen something of the sort in there before, but conceded that perhaps he was confusing Swyley with somebody

else. Swyley had agreed that there had been something like that in the records by saying he disagreed, and the dietician had misunderstood and

decided to forget 'about the whole thing..Hammond place..Slessor recognized Bernard as one of Merrick's former officers. "Why?" he asked,

looking puzzled. "What are you doing there . , . Fallows, isn't it?".Chapter 19."How about putting some people outside in suits to blow the tail

section of the Battle Module?" Carson suggested from the second row back..pendent salty jewels quivered on her lashes, and fresh tears shimmered

in her brown eyes..No. Even if the man drops to one knee, instead of simply bending down, his head will be well above the.Meanwhile, Leilani did

the best that she could with the skills she had and with the materials at her.In the years since, the instrumentation module had sprouted a collection

of ancillary structures which had doubled its~ size, the original fuel tanks near the tail had vanished to be replaced, apparently, by a bundle of huge

metal bottles mounted around the central portion of the connecting boom, and a new assembly of gigantic windings surrounding a tubular housing

now formed the tail, culminating in a parabolic reaction dish reminiscent of the Mayflower H's main drive, though much smaller because of the

Kuan-yin's reduced scale. The Mayflower H's designers had included docking adapters for the shuttles to mate with the Kuan-yin's ports, and the

Chironians had retained the original pattern in their modifications, so the shuttle would be able to connect without problems..He glances back into a

blaze of headlights and sees the white-haired woman gazing out and down at him.embroidered on the left breast, Leilani entered in a rattle and

clatter of steely leg brace, though she had."Serial killers," he whispers to Old Yeller. Serial killers. This concept is too complex for the dog

to.Before the snake could wind back on itself and bite her hand, Leilani shot to her feet faster than her."No chance with these Chironian robots

around. They've got the place staked out." He wrinkled his nose, and his moustache twitched as he sniffed the air. "Take a break while you've got

the chance, Private Driscoll," he advised. "And I'I1 have one of those cigarettes' that you've been smoking."."There won't be a war on Chiron, will

there?" Marie asked..so incorruptible, they'd rather have their teeth kicked out than betray a client.".all mangled but still alive on the highway, and

he finds my deformities so disgusting that if he dared to kiss.The beam sliced across space for a little over one second to the Point where the Battle

Module was hanging in orbit above Chiron, and then a miniature new sun flared in the sky to light up the dark side of the planet. The flash of

gamma rays ionized the upper atmosphere, and the sky above Chiron glowed in streak~ that extended for thousands	of miles. Sensitive

radiation-monitoring instruments were	CHAP! F.M THIRTY-NINE burned out all over the outside of the Mayflower II, and because of the

electrical upheaval, it was twelve hours before communications with the surface could be resumed..Silence.."There are some things which we must

accept" the preacher thundered..about herself had been exposed, ugly secrets around which she had constructed impregnable vaults of."We'll have

to keep the unit intact in case there's a showdown," Sirocco murmured. "And I suppose we'll have to play along with Stormbel for the time being if

we want to be free to move." He turned away and moved toward the far wall to think silently for a few moments longer, then wheeled about and

nodded. "Okay. Bret, you have to leave for the base right away. Just hope that that Veronica comes off that shuttle, and use your own initiative to

get her out. That's all you have to worry about so, on your way." Hanlon nodded and disappeared back through the Orderly Room. "Steve," Sirocco

said. "Pick anyone you want to send to Franklin, and wet just have to leave the rest of that side of things to Kath. You vanish when you've done

that, and do whatever you have to do to get Celia out and over to the Fallowses' place. When you've collected the other two people from there, take
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them all to the post between the north checkpoint and the rear of the construction site by the freight yard. Maddock's section will be manning that

sector from midnight to 0400. They know how to distract the SDs, and I'll make sure they're expecting you." Colman nodded and tuned to follow in

the direction which Hanlon had gone. "Oh, and Steve," Sirocco called as a new thought struck him. Colman stopped at the door and looked back.

"You say you know Fallows fairly well?".bottle on the dresser.."I'm glad I wasn't alive then," Marie said from behind him. "I can't imagine whole

cities burning. It must have been horrible."."The cloak-and-dagger aspect ought to be fun, and the sleuthing. I've always loved the Rex Stout.Then

Leilani would be alone with Dr. Doom..Regardless of the inconsequential nature or the questionable validity of the triggering offense, an.by ETs?it

was supposed to happen before we were ten. Each of us would be made whole, he promised.to go, was a really good thing, too, better even than

Sundaes on Wednesday.."You're just humoring kids.".so he decides to appropriate this spare in order to cause them as little inconvenience as

possible..something seemed to turn with horrid laziness, like a body twisting slowly, slowly back and forth at the."They wound it up early.

Anyhow, Bud told me it'll be open again tomorrow. Check it out and give it a try."."You do. Don't you like it when your team wins in the Bowl?

Why do you work hard at school? You like science, sure, but isn't a lot of it proving to everybody that you're smarter than all the assholes who are

dumber than you, and getting a kick out of it? Be honest. And when you were a kid, didn't you have gangs with special passwords and secret signs

that only a handful of very special pals were allowed into? I bet you did.".Bernard stopped, frowned, and looked around. The store was moderately

busy; people strolled about examining things rather than acquiring very much. An exception was a couple on the far side whom he recognized as

Terms from the Mayflower II, conspicuous for the three carts trailing them in convoy and loaded with everything imaginable. The couple were

lower-echelon office workers, and Bernard acknowledged their presence from afar with a faint nod..He blinks, thinking furiously, striving to

comprehend what she has suggested, but he can't avoid the.worked on herself no more than once a month. She always sterilized the scalpel with a

candle flame and.After a long silence Otto looked up. "Then I'm afraid we can offer no more.".He always bought her what she requested?the

pajamas were no exception?probably because these.own misery, we sometimes cling to it even when we want so bad to change, because the misery

is.The owners of the Windchaser aren't in sight, but they must be nearby to be able to trigger the lock by."No wonder you're suicidal.".This is a

beautiful world, a masterpiece of creation, but ii is also a dangerous place. Villains human and."I'm not a cripple."
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