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So, when they entered with the folk and had prostrated themselves before the king and given him joy and he had raised their rank, [they sat down].
Now it was the custom of the folk to salute and go forth, so, when they sat down, the king knew that they had a word that they would fain say. So
he turned to them and said, "Ask your need." And the viziers also were present. Accordingly, they bespoke him with all that these latter had taught
them and the viziers also spoke with them; and Azadbekht said to them, "O folk, I know that this your speech, there is no doubt of it, proceedeth
from love and loyal counsel to me, and ye know that, were I minded to slay half these folk, I could avail to put them to death and this would not be
difficult to me; so how shall I not slay this youth and he in my power and under the grip of my hand? Indeed, his crime is manifest and he hath
incurred pain of death and I have only deferred his slaughter by reason of the greatness of the offence; for, if I do this with him and my proof
against him be strengthened, my heart is healed and the heart of the folk; and if I slay him not to-day, his slaughter shall not escape me
to-morrow.".Officer's Story, The Fourteenth, ii. 183..? ? ? ? ? So eat what I offer in surety and be The Lord of all things with thanks- giving
repaid!.They have shut out thy person from my sight, iii. 43..Meanwhile, El Abbas betook himself to his father's camp, which was pitched in the
Green Meadow, by the side of the Tigris, and none might make his way between the tents, for the much interlacement of the tent-ropes. When the
prince reached the first of the tents, the guards and servants came out to meet him from all sides and escorted him till he drew near the sitting-place
of his father, who knew of his coming. So he issued forth of his pavilion and coming to meet his son, kissed him and made much of him. Then they
returned together to the royal pavilion and when they had seated themselves and the guards had taken up their station in attendance on them, the
king said to El Abbas, "O my son, make ready thine affair, so we may go to our own land, for that the folk in our absence are become as they were
sheep without a shepherd." El Abbas looked at his father and wept till he swooned away, and when he recovered from his swoon, he improvised
and recited the following verses:.They have departed, but the steads yet full of them remain, ii. 239..116. The Two Kings and the Vizier's
Daughters M.Then said Selim to his sister, 'Know that I am resolved to slay yonder man, if he return this next night, and I will say to the folk, "He
was a thief," and none shall know that which hath befallen. Moreover, I will address myself to the slaughter of whosoever knoweth that which is
between yonder fellow and my mother.' But Selma said, ' I fear lest, if thou slay him in our dwelling-place and he savour not of robberhood, (69)
suspicion will revert upon ourselves, and we cannot be assured but that he belongeth unto folk whose mischief is to be feared and their hostility
dreaded, (70) and thus wilt thou have fled from privy shame to open shame and abiding public dishonour.' 'How then deemest thou we should do?'
asked Selim and she said, 'Is there nothing for it but to slay him? Let us not hasten unto slaughter, for that the slaughter of a soul without just cause
is a grave [matter].'.?STORY OF SELIM AND SELMA..When the appointed day arrived, En Numan sent for Sherik and said to him, "Verily the
first part of this day is past." And Sherik answered, "The king hath no recourse against me till it be eventide." When it evened, there appeared one
afar off and En Numan fell to looking upon him and on Sherik, and the latter said to him, "Thou hast no right over me till yonder fellow come, for
belike he is my man." As he spoke, up came the Tai in haste and En Numan said "By Allah, never saw I [any] more generous than you two! I know
not whether of you is the more generous, this one who became warrant for thee in [danger of] death or thou who returnest unto slaughter." Then
said he to Sherik, "What prompted thee to become warrant for him, knowing that it was death?" And he said, "[I did this] lest it be said, 'Generosity
hath departed from viziers.'" Then said En Numan to the Tai, "And thou, what prompted thee to return, knowing that therein was death and thine
own destruction?" Quoth the Arab, "[I did this] lest it be said, 'Fidelity hath departed from the folk.'" And En Numan said, "By Allah, I will be the
third of you, (173) lest it be said, 'Clemency hath departed from kings.'" So he pardoned him and bade abolish the day of ill-omen; whereupon the
Arab recited the following verses:.When the evening evened, the king sat in his privy sitting-chamber and his mind was occupied with the story of
the singer and the druggist. So he called the vizier and bade him tell the story. "It is well," answered he, "They tell, O my lord, that.When she had
made an end of her song, she threw the lute from her hand and wept, whilst the old man wept for her weeping. Then she fell down in a swoon and
presently coming to herself, filled the cup and drinking it off, gave the old man to drink, after which she took the lute and breaking out into song,
chanted the following verses:.So the girl's owner betook himself to the bazaar, where he found the youth seated at the upper end of the merchants'
place of session, selling and buying and taking and giving, as he were the moon on the night of its full, and saluted him. The young man returned
his salutation and he said to him, "O my lord, be not thou vexed at the girl's speech the other day, for her price shall be less than that [which thou
badest], to the intent that I may propitiate thy favour. If thou desire her for nought, I will send her to thee, or if thou wouldst have me abate thee of
her price, I will well, for I desire nought but what shall content thee; for that thou art a stranger in our land and it behoveth us to entreat thee
hospitably and have consideration for thee." "By Allah," answered the youth, "I will not take her from thee but at an advance on that which I bade
thee for her aforetime; so wilt thou now sell her to me for seventeen hundred dinars?" And the other answered," O my lord, I sell her to thee, may
God bless thee in her.".Meanwhile, when Aboulhusn went out from the presence of the Khalif and went to lay out Nuzhet el Fuad, the prince
mourned for her and dismissing the divan, arose and betook himself, leaning upon Mesrour, the swordsman of his vengeance, [to the pavilion of the
harem, where he went in] to the Lady Zubeideh, that he might condole with her for her slave-girl. He found the princess sitting weeping and
awaiting his coming, so she might condole with him for [his boon-companion] Aboulhusn el Khelia. So he said to her, "May thy head outlive thy
slave-girl Nuzhet el Fuad!" And she answered, saying, "O my lord, God preserve my slave-girl! Mayst thou live and long survive thy
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boon-companion Aboulhusn el Khelia! For he is dead.".? ? ? ? ? Ne'er shall I them forget, nay, nor the day they went.? ? ? ? ? My favours I deny
not all the year; Though cessation be desired, I nothing heed..Then he went away, whilst the fire was loosed in the heart of the druggist and he shut
his shop and betaking himself to his house, knocked at the door. Quoth the singer, 'Let me get into the chest, for he saw me not yesterday.' 'Nay,'
answered she, 'wrap thyself up in the rug.' So he wrapped himself up in the rug and stood in a corner of the room, whilst the druggist entered and
went straight to the chest, but found it empty. Then he went round about the house and searched it from top to bottom, but found nothing and no
one and abode between belief and disbelief, and said in himself, 'Belike, I suspect my wife of that which is not in her.' So he was certified of her
innocence and returned to his shop, whereupon out came the singer and they abode on their former case, as of wont, till eventide, when she gave
him one of her husband's shirts and he took it and going away, passed the night in his lodging..? ? ? ? ? "How many a cup with bitterness
o'erflowing have I quaffed! I make my moan of woes, whereat it boots not to repine."
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