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A PASTY IN A PEAR TREE
? ? ? ? ? To Baghdad upon a matter of all moment do I fare, For the love of one whose beauties have my reason led astray..There was once a man

of the Arabs who had a number of sons, and amongst them a boy, never was seen a fairer than he of favour nor a more accomplished in loveliness,

no, nor a more perfect of wit. When he came to man's estate, his father married him to the daughter of one of his uncles, and she excelled not in

beauty, neither was she praiseworthy of attributes; wherefore she pleased not the youth, but he bore with her, for kinship's sake..? ? ? ? ? i. King

Ibrahim and his Son cccclxxi.? ? ? ? ? Favour or flout me, still my soul shall be Thy ransom, in contentment or despite..Officer's Story, The Third,

ii. 137..? ? ? ? ? Let destiny with loosened rein its course appointed fare And lie thou down to sleep by night, with heart devoid of care;.When a

year had elapsed, there came to the city a ship, wherein were merchants and goods galore. Now it was of their usance, from time immemorial, that,

when there came a ship to the city, the king sent unto it such of his servants as he trusted in, who took charge of the goods, so they might be [first

of all] shown to the king, who bought such of them as befitted him and gave the merchants leave to sell the rest. So he sent, as of wont, one who

should go up to the ship and seal up the goods and set over them who should keep watch over them..106. The Man's Dispute with the Learned

Woman of the relative Excellence of the Sexes ccccxix.When the king heard this story, he renounced his purpose of putting the vizier to death and

his soul prompted him to continue him on life. So he bade him go away to his house..? ? ? ? ? m. The Boy and the Thieves dccccxviii.Then the

eunuchs went forth, that they might perfume the bath [for the use of the brides]; so they essenced it with rose-water and willow-flower-water and

bladders of musk and fumigated it with Cakili (191) aloes-wood and ambergris. Then Shehrzad entered, she and her sister Dinarzad, and they

cleansed their heads and clipped their hair. When they came forth of the bath, they donned raiment and ornaments, [such as were] prepared for the

kings of the Chosroes; and among Shehrzad's apparel was a dress charactered with red gold and wroughten with semblants of birds and beasts.

Moreover, they both encircled their necks with necklaces of jewels of price, in the like whereof Iskender (192) rejoiced not, for therein were great

jewels such as amazed the wit and the eye, and the thought was bewildered at their charms, for indeed, each of them was brighter than the sun and

the moon. Before them they kindled lighted flambeaux in torch-holders of gold, but their faces outshone the flambeaux, for that they had eyes

sharper than drawn swords and the lashes of their eyelids ensorcelled all hearts. Their cheeks were rosy and their necks and shapes swayed

gracefully and their eyes wantoned. And the slave-girls came to meet them with instruments of music..Now Ilan Shah had three viziers, in whose

hands the affairs [of the kingdom] were [aforetime] and they had been used to leave not the king night nor day; but they became shut out from him

by reason of Abou Temam and the king was occupied with him to their exclusion. So they took counsel together upon the matter and said, 'What

counsel ye we should do, seeing that the king is occupied from us with yonder man, and indeed he honoureth him more than us? But now come, let

us cast about for a device, whereby we may remove him from the king.' So each of them spoke forth that which was in his mind, and one of them

said, 'The king of the Turks hath a daughter, whose like there is not in the world, and whatsoever messenger goeth to demand her in marriage, her

father slayeth him. Now our king hath no knowledge of this; so, come, let us foregather with him and bring up the talk of her. When his heart is

taken with her, we will counsel him to despatch Abou Temam to seek her hand in marriage; whereupon her father will slay him and we shall be

quit of him, for we have had enough of his affair.".70. Aboulaswed and his squinting Slave-girl ccclxxxvii.Merouzi (El) and Er Razi, ii. 28..His

love on him took pity and wept for his dismay, ii. 210..67. Haroun er Reshid and Zubeideh in the Bath ccclxxxv.147. Isaac of Mosul and his

Mistress and the Devil dcxcr.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ec. Story of the Barber's Third Brother cli.There was once a king of the kings of the earth, who dwelt

in a populous (236) city, abounding in good; but he oppressed its people and used them foully, so that he ruined (237) the city; and he was named

none other than tyrant and misdoer. Now he was wont, whenas he heard of a masterful man (238) in another land, to send after him and tempt him

with money to take service with him; and there was a certain tither, who exceeded all his brethren in oppression of the people and foulness of

dealing. So the king sent after him and when he stood before him, he found him a mighty man (239) and said to him, 'Thou hast been praised to me,

but meseemeth thou overpassest the description. Set out to me somewhat of thy sayings and doings, so I may be dispensed therewith from

[enquiring into] all thy circumstance.' 'With all my heart,' answered the other. 'Know, O king, that I oppress the folk and people (240) the land,

whilst other than I wasteth (241) it and peopleth it not.'.111 El Melik es Zahir Rukneddin Bibers el Bunducdari and the Sixteen Officers of Police

dccccxxx.? ? ? ? ? r. The Heathcock and the Tortoises dccccxxiv.? ? ? ? ? Lo, in my heart the heat of every heart burns high And in mine eyes unite

the tears of every eye.."O father mine," answered the prince, "I have heard tell that in the land of Irak is a woman of the daughters of the kings, and

her father is called King Ins ben Cais, lord of Baghdad; she is renowned for beauty and grace and brightness and perfection, and indeed many folk

have sought her in marriage of the kings; but her soul consented not unto any one of them. Wherefore I am minded to travel to her, for that my

heart cleaveth unto her, and I beseech thee suffer me to go to her." "O my son," answered his father, "thou knowest that I have none other than

thyself of children and thou art the solace of mine eyes and the fruit of mine entrails; nay, I cannot brook to be parted from thee an instant and I

purpose to set thee on the throne of the kingship and marry thee to one of the daughters of the kings, who shall be fairer than she." El Abbas gave

ear to his father's word and dared not gainsay him; so he abode with him awhile, whilst the fire raged in his entrails..To return to his sister Selma.

She awaited him till the last of the day, but he came not; and she awaited him a second day and a third and a fourth, yet there came no news of him,

wherefore she wept and beat with her hands on her breast and bethought her of her affair and her strangerhood and her brother's absence; and she
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recited the following verses:.When it was the day of the going-in, (110) Bihzad, of his haste and lack of patience, betook himself to the wall, which

was between himself and the princess's lodging and in which there was a hole pierced, and looked, so he might see his bride, of his haste. But the

bride's mother saw him and this was grievous to her; so she took from one of the servants two red-hot iron spits and thrust them into the hole

through which the prince was looking. The spits ran into his eyes and put them out and he fell down aswoon and joyance was changed and became

mourning and sore concern. See, then, O king," continued the youth, "the issue of the prince's haste and lack of deliberation, for indeed his haste

bequeathed him long repentance and his joy was changed to mourning; and on like wise was it with the woman who hastened to put out his eyes

and deliberated not. All this was the doing of haste; wherefore it behoveth the king not to be hasty in putting me to death, for that I am under the

grasp of his hand, and what time soever thou desirest my slaughter, it shall not escape [thee].".So the sharper took the two thousand dinars and

made off; and when he was gone, the merchant said to his friend, the [self-styled] man of wit and intelligence, 'Harkye, such an one! Thou and I are

like unto the hawk and the locust.' 'What was their case?' asked the other; and the merchant said,.51. The Woman whose Hands were cut off for

Almsgiving cccxlviii.116. Iskender Dhoulkernein and a certain Tribe of Poor Folk cccclxiv.? ? ? ? ? Nay, at daybreak I drink of the wind-freshened

wine And prostrate me (59) instead in the dawn-whitened air..84. Dibil el Khuzai with the Lady and Muslim ben el Welid dclxx.There was once, in

the city of Baghdad, a man, [by name El Merouzi,] (30) who was a sharper and plagued (31) the folk with his knavish tricks, and he was renowned

in all quarters [for roguery]. [He went out one day], carrying a load of sheep's dung, and took an oath that he would not return to his lodging till he

had sold it at the price of raisins. Now there was in another city a second sharper, [by name Er Razi,] (32) one of its people, who [went out the same

day], bearing a load of goat's dung, which he had sworn that he would not sell but at the price of dried figs..There was once a king of the kings, by

name Ibrahim, to whom the kings abased themselves and did obedience; but he had no son and was straitened of breast because of this, fearing lest

the kingship go forth of his hand. He ceased not vehemently to desire a son and to buy slave-girls and lie with them, till one of them conceived,

whereat he rejoiced with an exceeding joy and gave gifts and largesse galore. When the girl's months were accomplished and the season of her

delivery drew near, the king summoned the astrologers and they watched for the hour of her child-bearing and raised astrolabes [towards the sun]

and took strait note of the time. The damsel gave birth to a male child, whereat the king rejoiced with an exceeding joy, and the people heartened

each other with the glad news of this..? ? ? ? ? If in night's blackness thou hast plunged into the desert's heart And hast denied thine eyes the taste of

sleep and its delight,.Now the old woman had heard from the folk of the lady who gave alms to the sick, and indeed [the news of] her bounties

reached both poor and rich; so she arose and bringing out Selim to the door of her house, laid him on a mat and wrapped him in a mantle and sat

over against him. Presently, it befell that the charitable lady passed by them, which when the old woman saw, she rose to her and offered up prayers

for her, saying, 'O my daughter, O thou to whom pertain goodness and beneficence and charity and almsdoing, know that this young man is a

stranger, and indeed want and vermin and hunger and nakedness and cold slay him.' When the lady heard this, she gave her alms of that which was

with her; and indeed her heart inclined unto Selim, [but she knew him not for her husband]..King of Ind and his Vizier, The, ii. 105..? ? ? ? ?

Awaken, O ye sleepers all, and profit, whilst it's here By what's vouchsafed of fortune fair and life untroubled, clear..77 The Draper and the Thief

(234) dclxi.They ate and drank and sported and made merry awhile of the day; and as they were thus engaged, up came the master of the house,

with his friends, whom he had brought with him, that they might carouse together, as of wont. He saw the door opened and knocked lightly, saying

to his friends, 'Have patience with me, for some of my family are come to visit me; wherefore excuse belongeth [first] to God the Most High, and

then to you.' (263) So they took leave of him and went their ways, whilst he gave another light knock at the door. When the young man heard this,

he changed colour and the woman said to him, 'Methinks thy servant hath returned.' 'Yes,' answered he; and she arose and opening the door to the

master of the house, said to him, 'Where hast thou been? Indeed, thy master is wroth with thee.' 'O my lady,' answered he, 'I have but been about his

occasions.'.Then he dealt the boy a cuff and he let go his ear, whereupon Aboulhusn put off his clothes and abode naked, with his yard and his arse

exposed, and danced among the slave-girls. They bound his hands and he wantoned among them, what while they [well-nigh] died of laughing at

him and the Khalif swooned away for excess of laughter. Then he came to himself and going forth to Aboulhusn, said to him, "Out on thee, O

Aboulhusn! Thou slayest me with laughter." So he turned to him and knowing him, said to him, "By Allah, it is thou slayest me and slayest my

mother and slewest the sheikhs and the Imam of the Mosque!".13. Seif el Mulouk and Bediya el Jemal ccxci.Old Woman, the Merchant and the

King, The, i. 265..Say, by the lightnings of thy teeth and thy soul's pure desire, iii. 19..When the prince saw her in this plight, he was as a sleeper

awakened and said to her, "What hath befallen thee? Set out to me thy case." "God on thee," answered she, "nevermore send me to Mariyeh, and do

thou protect me, so may God protect thee from the fires of hell!" Then she related to him that which had bedded her with Mariyeh; which when he

heard, there took him the shamefastness of the generous and this was grievous unto him. The love of Mariyeh fled forth of his heart and he said to

the nurse, "How much hadst thou of Mariyeh every month?" "Ten dinars," answered she, and he said, "Be not concerned." Then he put his hand to

his poke and bringing out two hundred dinars, gave them to her and said, "Take this for a whole year's wage and turn not again to serve any one.

When the year is out, I will give thee two years' wage, for that thou hast wearied thyself with us and on account of the cutting off of thy dependence

upon Mariyeh.".?STORY OF THE KING AND HIS CHAMBERLAIN'S WIFE..So Iblis drank off his cup, and when he had made an end of his

draught, he waved his hand to Tuhfeh, and putting off that which was upon him of clothes, delivered them to her. Amongst them was a suit worth

ten thousand dinars and a tray full of jewels worth a great sum of money. Then he filled again and gave the cup to his son Es Shisban, who took it
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from his hand and kissing it, stood up and sat down again. Now there was before him a tray of roses; so he said to her 'O Tuhfeh sing upon these

roses.' Hearkening and obedience,' answered she and sang the following verses:.54. The Woman whose Hands were cut off for Almsgiving

dcxli.When they had made an end of pious wishes and congratulations, they besought the king to hasten the punishment of the Magian and heal

their hearts of him with torment and humiliation. So he appointed them for a day on which they should assemble to witness his punishment and that

which should betide him of torment, and shut himself up with his wife and sons and abode thus private with them three days, during which time

they were sequestered from the folk. On the fourth day the king entered the bath, and coming forth, sat down on the throne of his kingship, with the

crown on his head, whereupon the folk came in to him, according to their wont and after the measure of their several ranks and degrees, and the

amirs and viziers entered, ay, and the chamberlains and deputies and captains and men of war and the falconers and armbearers. Then he seated his

two sons, one on his right and the other on his left hand, whilst all the folk stood before him and lifted up their voices in thanksgiving to God the

Most High and glorification of Him and were strenuous in prayer for the king and in setting forth his virtues and excellences..? ? ? ? ? The flames

of long desire wax on me day by day And far away are pitched the tent-poles of my fair..On this wise she abode a great while and indeed yearning

for him came nigh to slay her; so she stood and watched for him one day at the door of her chamber and straining him to her bosom, kissed him on

the cheek and breast. At this moment, out came the master of the king's household and seeing her embracing the youth, abode amazed. Then he

asked to whom that chamber belonged and was answered, 'To Shah Khatoun, wife of the king,' whereupon he turned back, trembling as [one

smitten by] a thunderbolt. The king saw him quaking and said to him, 'Out on thee! what is the matter?' 'O king,' answered he, 'what matter is

graver than that which I see?' 'What seest thou?' asked the king and the officer said, 'I see that yonder youth, who came with the eunuch, he brought

not with him but on account of Shah Khatoun; for that I passed but now by her chamber door, and she was standing, watching; [and when the youth

came up,] she rose to him and clipped him and kissed him on his cheek.'.? ? ? ? ? The curtain of delight, perforce, we've lifted through the friend,

(143) For tidings of great joy, indeed, there came to us of late..? ? ? ? ? a. The King and his Vizier's Wife dlxxviii.When King Shah Bekht heard his

vizier's story, he gave him leave to withdraw to his own house and he abode there the rest of the night and the next day till the evening.."If it must

be and no help, admit Jerir." So Adi went forth and admitted Jerir, who entered, saying:.Now the king had a brother, whom he had imprisoned in

that pit of old time, and he had died [there]; but the folk of the realm thought that he was alive, and when his [supposed] imprisonment grew long,

the king's officers used to talk of this and of the tyranny of the king, and the report spread abroad that the king was a tyrant, wherefore they fell

upon him one day and slew him. Then they sought the well and brought out Abou Sabir therefrom, deeming him the king's brother, for that he was

the nearest of folk to him [in favour] and the likest, and he had been long in the prison. So they doubted not but that he was the prince in question

and said to him, 'Reign thou in thy brother's room, for we have slain him and thou art king in his stead.' But Abou Sabir was silent and spoke not a

word; and he knew that this was the issue of his patience. Then he arose and sitting down on the king's throne, donned the royal raiment and

discovered justice and equity and the affairs [of the realm] prospered [in his hand]; wherefore the folk obeyed him and the people inclined to him

and many were his troops..? ? ? ? ? g. The Crows and the Hawk dcxiii.? ? ? ? ? If they could hearken to Azzeh's speech, as I, I hearken to it, They

straight would humble themselves to her and prone before her fall..168. Abdallah ben Fasil and his Brothers dcccclixviii.Meanwhile the king said

to his vizier, "How shall we do in the matter of yonder youth, the Yemani, on whom we thought to confer largesse, but he hath largessed us with

tenfold [our gift] and more, and we know not if he be a sojourner with us or no?" Then he went into the harem and gave the rubies to his wife

Afifeh, who said to him, "What is the worth of these with thee and with [other] the kings?" And he answered, "They are not to be found save with

the greatest of kings and none may avail to price them with money." Quoth she, "Whence gottest thou them?" So he recounted to her the story of El

Abbas from first to last, and she said, "By Allah, the claims of honour are imperative on us and the king hath fallen short of his due; for that we

have not seen him bid him to his assembly, nor hath he seated him on his left hand.".? ? ? ? ? So make me in your morning a delight And set me in

your houses, high and low;.127. The Justice of Providence cccclxxviii.Merchants, The Sharper and the, ii. 46..Then they fell to journeying night

and day, and as they went, behold, they sighted a camp of the camps of the Arabs. So El Abbas enquired thereof and was told that it was the camp

of the Benou Zuhreh. Now there were around them sheep and cattle, such as filled the earth, and they were enemies to El Akil, the cousin of El

Abbas, upon whom they still made raids and took his cattle; wherefore he used to pay them tribute every year, for that he availed not to cope with

them. When El Abbas came near the camp, he dismounted from his courser and his servant Aamir also dismounted; and they set down the victual

and ate their sufficiency and rested awhile of the day. Then said the prince to Aamir, "Fetch water and give the horses to drink and draw water for

us in thy water-bag, by way of provision for the road.".13. The Wolf and the Fox cxlviii.? ? ? ? ? Whenas the folk assemble for birling at the wine,

Whether in morning's splendour or when night's shades descend..? ? ? ? ? Yet, an thou wilt vouchsafe thy favours unto me, My sabre thou shalt see

the foemen put to flight;.? ? ? ? ? The bitterness of false accusing shall thou taste And eke the thing reveal that thou art fain to hide;.? ? ? ? ? How

long shall I, in weariness, for this estrangement pine, What while the spies of severance (106) do watch me all the night?.Then she took the lute and

smote thereon, after the fashion she had learnt from the Sheikh Iblis, so that Er Reshid's wit was dazed for excess of delight and his understanding

was confounded for joy; after which she improvised and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Had we thy coming known, we would for sacrifice

Have poured thee out heart's blood or blackness of the eyes;.? ? ? ? ? Algates ye are our prey become; this many a day and night Right instantly of

God we've craved to be vouchsafed your sight..Ramazan in my life ne'er I fasted, nor e'er, i. 49..? ? ? ? ? So fell and fierce my stroke is, if on a
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mountain high It lit, though all of granite, right through its midst 'twould shear..115. The Malice of Women dcccclxxix.? ? ? ? ? So I stretch out my

root neath the flood And my branches turn back to it there..Endowed with amorous grace past any else am I, ii 253..? ? ? ? ? a. The First Voyage of

Sindbad the Sailor.Bihkerd, Story of King, i. 121..There was once a king of the kings of Hind, who was goodly of polity, praiseworthy in

administration, just to his subjects, beneficent to men of learning and piety and asceticism and devoutness and worship and shunning traitors and

froward folk and those of lewd life. On this wise of polity he abode in his kingship what God the Most High willed of days and hours and years,

and he married the daughter of his father's brother, a beautiful and lovesome woman, endowed with brightness and perfection, who had been reared

in the king's house in splendour and delight. She bore him two sons, the comeliest that might be of boys. Then came fore-ordained fate, which there

is no warding off, and God the Most High raised up against the king another king, who came forth upon his realm, and all the folk of the city, who

had a mind unto evil and lewdness, joined themselves unto him. So he fortified himself against the king and made himself master of his kingdom,

putting his troops to the rout and slaying his guards..They have departed, but the steads yet full of them remain, ii. 239..As he was about to go

away, the cook said to him, 'O youth, doubtless thou art a stranger?' And he answered, 'Yes.' Quoth the cook, 'It is reported in one of the Traditions

[of the Prophet that he said,] "Loyal admonition is [a part] of religion;" and the understanding say, "Admonition is of the characteristics of the true

believers." And indeed that which I have seen of thy fashions pleaseth me and I would fain give thee a warning.' 'Speak out thy warning,' rejoined

Selim, 'and may God strengthen thine affair!' Then said the cook, 'Know, O my son, that in this our country, whenas a stranger entereth therein and

eateth of flesh-meat and drinketh not old wine thereon, this is harmful unto him and engendereth in him dangerous disorders. Wherefore, if thou

have provided thee somewhat thereof, (71) [it is well;] but, if not, look thou procure it, ere thou take the meat and carry it away.' 'May God requite

thee with good!' rejoined Selim. 'Canst thou direct me where it is sold?' And the cook said, 'With me is all that thou seekest thereof.' 'Is there a way

for me to see it?' asked the young man; and the cook sprang up and said, 'Pass on.' So he entered and the cook showed him somewhat of wine; but

he said, 'I desire better than this.' Whereupon he opened a door and entering, said to Selim, 'Enter and follow me.'.Second Officer's Story, The, ii.

134..EN NUMAN AND THE ARAB OF THE BENOU TAI. (168).? ? ? ? ? Sandhill (132) and down (133) betwixt there blooms a yellow

willow-flower, (134) Pomegranate-blossoms (135) and for fruits pomegranates (136) that doth bear..Then they drew up the contract of marriage

and the merchant said, "I desire to go in to her this night." So they carried her to him in procession that very night, and he prayed the prayer of

eventide and entered the privy chamber prepared for him; but, when he lifted the veil from the face of the bride and looked, he saw a foul face and

a blameworthy aspect; yea, he beheld somewhat the like whereof may God not show thee! loathly, dispensing from description, inasmuch as there

were reckoned in her all legal defects. (259) So he repented, whenas repentance availed him not, and knew that the girl had cheated him. However,

he lay with the bride, against his will, and abode that night sore troubled in mind, as he were in the prison of Ed Dilem. (260) Hardly had the day

dawned when he arose from her and betaking himself to one of the baths, dozed there awhile, after which he made the ablution of defilement (261)

and washed his clothes. Then he went out to the coffee-house and drank a cup of coffee; after which he returned to his shop and opening the door,

sat down, with discomfiture and chagrin written on his face..Now this servant was of the sons of the kings and had fled from his father, on account

of an offence he had committed. Then he went and took service with King Bihkerd and there happened to him what happened. After awhile, it

chanced that a man recognized him and went and told his father, who sent him a letter, comforting his heart and mind and [beseeching him] to

return to him. So he returned to his father, who came forth to meet him and rejoiced in him, and the prince's affairs were set right with him.."There

was once a king named Bihkerd aed he had wealth galore and many troops; but his deeds were evil and he would punish for a slight offence and

never forgave. He went forth one day to hunt and one of his servants shot an arrow, which lit on the king's ear and cut it off. Quoth Bihkerd, 'Who

shot that arrow?' So the guards brought him in haste the offender, whose name was Yetrou, and he of his fear fell down on the ground in a swoon.

Then said the king, 'Put him to death;' but Yetrou said, 'O King, this that hath befallen was not of my choice nor of my knowledge; so do thou

pardon me, in the hour of thy power over me, for that clemency is of the goodliest of things and belike it shall be [in this world] a provision and a

good work [for which thou shall be requited] one of these days, and a treasure [laid up to thine account] with God in the world to come. Pardon me,

therefore, and fend off evil from me, so shall God fend off from thee evil the like thereof.' When the king heard this, it pleased him and he

pardoned the servant, albeit he had never before pardoned any..It chanced one night that the king sallied forth without the city and drank and the

wine got the mastery of him and he became drunken. So, of the youth's fearfulness for him, he said, 'I will keep watch myself over the king this

night, seeing that he deserveth this from me, for that which he hath wrought with me of kindnesses.' So he arose forthright and drawing his sword,

stationed himself at the door of the king's pavilion. Now one of the royal servants saw him standing there, with the drawn sword in his hand, and he

was of those who envied him his favour with the king; so he said to him, 'Why dost thou on this wise at this season and in the like of this place?'

Quoth the youth, 'I am keeping watch over the king myself, in requital of his bounties to me.'.? ? ? ? ? O thou with love of whom I'm smitten, yet

content, I prithee come to me and hasten to my side..? ? ? ? ? God knows I ne'er recalled thy memory to my thought, But still with brimming tears

straightway mine eyes were fraught;.Chamberlain's Wife, The King and his, ii. 53..Meanwhile, the people of the city rejoiced and were glad and

blessed the vizier's daughter, marvelling for that three days had passed and that the king had not put her to death and exulting in that, [as they

deemed,] he had turned [from his purpose] and would never again burden himself with blood-guiltiness against any of the maidens of the city.

Then, on the fourth night, she related to him a still more extraordinary story, and on the fifth night she told him anecdotes of kings and viziers and
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notables. On this wise she ceased not [to do] with him [many] days and nights, what while the king still said in himself, 'When I have heard the end

of the story, I will put her to death,' and the people waxed ever in wonder and admiration. Moreover, the folk of the provinces and cities heard of

this thing, to wit, that the king had turned from his custom and from that which he had imposed upon himself and had renounced his heresy,

wherefore they rejoiced and the folk returned to the capital and took up their abode therein, after they had departed thence; yea, they were constant

in prayer to God the Most High that He would stablish the king in that his present case; and this," said Shehrzad, "is the end of that which my

friend related to me.".Now I had questioned her of her name and she answered, "My name is Rihaneh," and described to me her dwelling-place.

When I saw her make the ablution, I said in myself, "This woman doth on this wise, and shall I not do the like of her?" Then said I to her, "Belike

thou wilt seek us another pitcher of water?" So she went out to the housekeeper and said to her, "Take this para and fetch us water therewith, so we

may wash the flags withal." Accordingly, the housekeeper brought two pitchers of water and I took one of them and giving her my clothes, entered

the lavatory and washed..40. Jaafer ben Yehya and Abdulmelik ben Salih dlxv.Then said she to me, "To-morrow morning, when Amin el Hukm

cometh, have patience with him till he have made an end of his speech, and when he is silent, return him no answer; and if the prefect say to thee,

'What ailest thee that thou answereth him not?' do thou reply, 'O lord, know that the two words are not alike, but there is no [helper] for him who is

undermost (101), save God the Most High.' (102) The Cadi will say, 'What is the meaning of thy saying," The two words are not alike"?' And do

thou make answer, saying, 'I deposited with thee a damsel from the palace of the Sultan, and most like some losel of thy household hath

transgressed against her or she hath been privily murdered. Indeed, there were on her jewels and raiment worth a thousand dinars, and hadst thou

put those who are with thee of slaves and slave-girls to the question, thou hadst assuredly lit on some traces [of the crime].' When he heareth this

from thee, his agitation will redouble and he will be confounded and will swear that needs must thou go with him to his house; but do thou say,

'That will I not do, for that I am the party aggrieved, more by token that I am under suspicion with thee.' If he redouble in calling [on God for aid]

and conjure thee by the oath of divorce, saying, 'Needs must thou come,' do thou say, 'By Allah, I will not go, except the prefect come also.'.108.

Aboukir the Dyer and Abousir the Barber dccclxvii.Therewithal Queen Es Shuhba rejoiced and all who were present rejoiced also and admired her

speech and fell to kissing her; and when she had made an end of her song, Queen Kemeriyeh said to her, 'O my sister, ere thou go to thy palace, I

would fain bring thee to look upon El Anca, daughter of Behram Gour, whom El Anca, daughter of the wind, carried off, and her beauty; for that

there is not her match on the face of the earth.' And Queen Es Shuhba said, 'O Kemeriyeh, I [also] have a mind to see her.' Quoth Kemeriyeh, 'I saw

her three years agone; but my sister Wekhimeh seeth her at all times, for that she is near unto her, and she saith that there is not in the world a fairer

than she. Indeed, this Queen El Anca is become a byword for loveliness and proverbs are made upon her beauty and grace' And Wekhimeh said,

'By the mighty inscription [on the seal-ring of Solomon], there is not her like in the world!' Then said Queen Es Shuhba, 'If it needs must be and the

affair is as ye say, I will take Tuhfeh and go with her [to El Anca], so she may see her.'.When the king heard this, his admiration redoubled and he

said, "Of a truth, destiny is forewritten to all creatures, and I will not accept (14) aught that is said against my vizier the loyal counsellor." And he

bade him go to his house..Indeed, many of the notables of the people have sought her of me in marriage, but I would not marry her to any, for that,

one night, I saw, in a dream, the balance aforesaid set up and men and women being weighed, one against the other, therein, and meseemed I saw

thee [and her] and it was said to me, "This is such a man, (217) the allotted portion of such a woman." (218) Wherefore I knew that God the Most

High had allotted unto her none other than thyself, and I choose rather to marry thee to her in my lifetime than that thou shouldst marry her after

my death.'.101. The Mad Lover ccccxi.112. Abdallah ben Nafi and the King's Son of Cashghar dccccxli.On this wise, O King Shah Bekht,"

continued the vizier, "is the issue of eagerness for [the goods of] the world and covetise of that which our knowledge embraceth not; indeed,

[whoso doth thus] shall perish and repent Nor, O king of the age, (added he) is this story more extraordinary than that of the sharper and the

merchants.".? ? ? ? ? r. Prince Behram of Persia and the Princess Ed Detma dccccxciv.? ? ? ? ? Me, till I stricken was therewith, to love thou didst

excite, And with estrangement now, alas! heap'st sorrows on my spright..? ? ? ? ? The fires in my vitals that rage if I did but discover to view, Their

ardour the world to consume, from the East to the West, might avail..111. The Pilgrim and the Old Woman who dwelt in the Desert

ccccxxxiv.Then he left beating him and when the thief came to himself, the woman said to her husband, 'O man, this house is on hire and we owe

its owners much money, and we have nought; so how wilt thou do?' And she went on to bespeak him thus. Quoth the thief, 'And what is the amount

of the rent?' 'It will be fourscore dirhems,' answered the husband; and the thief said, 'I will pay this for thee and do thou let me go my way.' Then

said the wife, 'O man, how much do we owe the baker and the greengrocer?' Quoth the thief, 'What is the sum of this?' And the husband said,

'Sixscore dirhems.' 'That makes two hundred dirhems,' rejoined the other; 'let me go my way and I will pay them.' But the wife said, 'O my dear

one, and the girl groweth up and needs must we marry her and equip her and [do] what else is needful' So the thief said to the husband, 'How much

dost thou want?' And he answered, 'A hundred dirhems, in the way of moderation.' (250) Quoth the thief, 'That makes three hundred dirhems.' And

the woman said, 'O my dear one, when the girl is married, thou wilt need money for winter expenses, charcoal and firewood and other necessaries.'

'What wouldst thou have?' asked the thief; and she said, 'A hundred dirhems.' 'Be it four hundred dirhems,' rejoined he; and she said, 'O my dear

one and solace of mine eyes, needs must my husband have capital in hand, wherewith he may buy merchandise and open him a shop.' 'How much

will that be?' asked he, and she said, 'A hundred dirhems.' Quoth the thief, '[That makes five hundred dirhems; I will pay it;] but may I be divorced

from my wife if all my possessions amount to more than this, and that the savings of twenty years! Let me go my way, so I may deliver them to
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thee.' 'O fool,' answered she, 'how shall I let thee go thy way? Give me a right token.' [So he gave her a token for his wife] and she cried out to her

young daughter and said to her, 'Keep this door.'.The company marvelled at this story and at the doings of women. Then came forward a fourth

officer and said, 'Verily, that which hath betided me of strange adventures is yet more extraordinary than this; and it was on this wise..Now there

remained one after her; so we took her and drowned her and the eunuchs went away, whilst we dropped down the river with the boat till we came

to the mouth of the canal, where I saw my mistress awaiting me. So we took her up into the boat and returned to our pavilion on Er Rauzeh. Then I

rewarded the boatman and he took his boat and went away; whereupon quoth she to me, "Thou art indeed a friend in need." (189) And I abode with

her some days; but the shock wrought upon her so that she sickened and fell to wasting away and redoubled in languishment and weakness till she

died. I mourned for her with an exceeding mourning and buried her; after which I removed all that was in the pavilion to my own house [and

abandoned the former]..One day, as he went wandering about the streets, he espied a woman of the utmost beauty and grace, and what he saw of

her charms amazed him and there betided him what made him forget his present plight. She accosted him and jested with him and he besought her

of foregathering and companionship. She consented to this and said to him, 'Let us go to thy lodging.' With this he repented and was perplexed

concerning his affair and grieved for that which must escape him of her company by reason of the straitness of his hand, (261) for that he had no jot

of spending money. But he was ashamed to say, 'No,' after he had made suit to her; so he went on before her, bethinking him how he should rid

himself of her and casting about for an excuse which he might put off on her, and gave not over going from street to street, till he entered one that

had no issue and saw, at the farther end, a door, whereon was a padlock..Journeyman and the Girl, The, ii. 17..Now it was the night-season. So the

soldiers carried him without the city, thinking to crucify him, when, behold, there came out upon them thieves and fell in on them with swords and

[other] weapons. Thereupon the guards left him whom they purposed to put to death [and took to flight], whilst the man who was going to slaughter

fled forth at a venture and plunging into the desert, knew not whither he went before he found himself in a thicket and there came out upon him a

lion of frightful aspect, which snatched him up and set him under him. Then he went up to a tree and tearing it up by the roots, covered the man

therewith and made off into the thicket, in quest of the lioness..When the merchants saw him, they accosted him and said, "O youth, wilt thou not

open thy shop?" As they were bespeaking him, up came a woman, having with her a boy, bareheaded, and [stood] looking at El Abbas, till he

turned to her, when she said to him, "O youth, I conjure thee by Allah, look at this boy and have pity on him, for that his father hath forgotten his

cap in the shop [he lost to thee]; so if thou will well to give it to him, thy reward be with God! For indeed the child maketh our hearts ache with his

much weeping, and God be witness for us that, were there left us aught wherewithal to buy him a cap in its stead, we had not sought it of thee." "O

adornment of womankind," replied El Abbas, "indeed, thou bespeakest me with thy fair speech and supplicatest me with thy goodly words ...But

bring me thy husband." So she went and fetched the merchant, whilst the folk assembled to see what El Abbas would do. When the man came, he

returned him the gold he had won of him, all and part, and delivered him the keys of the shop, saying, "Requite us with thy pious

prayers."Therewithal the woman came up to him and kissed his feet, and on like wise did the merchant her husband; and all who were present

blessed him, and there was no talk but of El Abbas..? ? ? ? ? Whose subtleness might well infect the understanding folk; And secrets didst thou, in

thy cheer, to us communicate..When the damsel heard these verses, she wept till her clothes were drenched and drew near the old woman, who said

to her, 'Knowest thou such an one?' And wept and said, 'He is my lord. Whence knowest thou him?' 'O my lady,' answered the old woman, 'sawst

thou not the madman who came hither yesterday with the old woman? He was thy lord. But this is no time for talk. When it is night, get thee to the

top of the palace [and wait] on the roof till thy lord come to thee and contrive for thy deliverance.' Then she gave her what she would of perfumes

and returning to the chamberlain, acquainted him with that which had passed, and he told the youth..? ? ? ? ? i. The Spider and the Wind dccccviii.?

? ? ? ? bb. The King of Hind and his Visier dccccxxviii.King Azadbekht and his Son, History of, i. 61..When the king saw this, he cried out and his

wife wept in the ship and offered to cast herself into the sea; but the Magian bade the sailors lay hands on her. So they seized her and it was but a

little while ere the night darkened and the ship disappeared from the king's eyes; whereupon he swooned away for excess of weeping and

lamentation and passed his night bewailing his wife and children.
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